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U.S. Environmental Protection Agency and U.S. Army Sign Watershed Management Partnership Agreement 
WASHINGTON (December 10, 2004) – The U.S. Environmental Protection Agency’s Office of Water (EPA/OW) and the U.S. Army’s Office of the Assistant Secretary of the Army for Civil Works (OASA (CW)) entered into a partnership agreement here on November 19 to establish a collaborative watershed partnership.  

Acting Assistant Administrator for Water Ben Grumbles and Assistant Secretary of the Army for Civil Works John Paul Woodley, Jr., signed the partnership agreement.

The partnership agreement will enable the EPA/OW and the OASA (CW), through the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers’ Civil Works mission, to collaborate in executing the agencies’ responsibilities for the Nation’s watersheds.  The USACE plays a critical role in national efforts to balance competing demands on the Nation’s critical water resources through its water resource development activities including flood control, navigation, recreation, and infrastructure and environmental stewardship.  EPA/OW seeks to ensure drinking water is safe, and to restore and maintain the Nation’s aquatic resources for human health, to support economic and recreational activities, and to provide healthy habitat for fish, plants and wildlife.

"This partnership agreement is a great example of the benefits that can be created when federal agencies come together to work toward a common goal and share a common vision," said Woodley.  "By combining the organizational strengths and capabilities of the Corps and EPA's Office of Water as they relate to watershed health and management, we create a win-win partnership for the agencies and the Nation."

"This partnership agreement is an important step our agencies are taking jointly toward better, more informed management, improvement and protection of the Nation's priceless waterways, wetlands, and aquatic ecosystems," said Grumbles.

The watershed agreement identifies areas in which the EPA and USACE intend to serve as models of watershed stewardship and management.  It focuses on facilitating sustainable economic development, protection, and restoration efforts in a public, inclusive, and collaborative manner at the national, regional, and local watershed level.  Other goals and objectives include facilitating communication among all stakeholders and interested parties, enhancing data exchange, and promoting the development of innovative approaches to water resource and watershed management. 
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Watershed management can offer a stronger foundation for uncovering the many stressors that affect a watershed.  This enables management to better determine actions needed to manage, protect or restore the resource.  Both agencies continually strive to improve their management and implementation of the nation’s aquatic resources.
For a copy of the partnership agreement and more information on wetlands management, visit the Corps' Regulatory Branch website at http://www.usace.army.mil/inet/functions/cw/cecwo/reg/, EPA’s website at http://www.epa.gov/owow/wetlands/, or the wetlands mitigation website at http://www.mitigationactionplan.gov.
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