MEMORANDUM OF AGREEMENT
between the
UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF AGRICULTURE
and the
UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF DEFENSE (I
for the

CONDUCT OF FOREST INSECT AND DISEASE SUPPRESSION
ON LANDS ADMINISTERED BY
THE U.S. DEPARTMENT OF DEFENSE

Suppression of damaging forest insect and disease outbreaks is essential for mainiaining the health and
productivity of the nation’s forests. Annually. insacts and diseases Kill more trees and reduce forast growth
more than all other destructive agents combined. This is a matter of great concern to the administrators
responsible for managing and protecting forests on public and private lands.

Saction 5 of the Cooperative Forestry Assistance Act of 1978 (16 U.5.C. 2101) authorizes the Secretary of
Agriculture to protect trees and forests, wood products, stored wood and wood in us2 from insects and
diseases. This is done directly by the USDA on National Forest System lands and in cooperation with othar
Faderal land managing agencies, the States and private land owners on other forest lands. The Secretary
of Agriculture has delegated the responsibility for carrying out the provisions of the Cooperativa Forasiry
Assistance Act to the Forest Servica. Annual appropriations, based on estimated supprassion costs dzve!-
oped by the Forest Service, the Department of Defense, other Federal agencies, States and other cooperating
entities, are necessary 10 implemant this responsibility.

It is Agreed:

1. That the two Depantments will, under the legal, fiscal and other limitations govarning each, cooperate fully
in the planning, coordination and execution of fisld oparaticns to prevent and suppress damaging forast
insect and disease outbreaks whenever it is detarmined to b2 necessary.

2. That the guiding principles of this cooperation shal! be those established by authorizing legislation. agency
policy and other direction specified in the Cooperative Forastry Assistance Act of 1973, the National Znviren-
mental Policy Act and the Federal Insecticide, Fungicide, and Rodenticide Act as amanded.

3. That the Sacretaries of the Deparntment of Agriculture and the Department of Defsnse shall avthorize their
respective agencies concerned with the suppression of forest insects and diseasas to devalop arid execut2
coordinated work programs and projects.

4. That, for coordinating and funding forest insect and disease suppression prograrrié and projects, the
Departments will;

A Responél'bilit/'es of the Department of Agricuiture, Forest Service:

8} Designate an office which will be responsible for coordinating activities conducted under this
MOA. '



(2)

(3)

(4)

Provide overall leadership and coordination for insect and disease suppression activities on
forest lands when the activities are financed wholly or in part with Federal funds appropriated
under Section 5 of the Cooperative Forestry Assistance Act of 1978 (16 USC 2101).

Tothe extent possible, provide technical and financial assistance to agencies of the Department
of Defense for forest insect and disease suppression programs and gypsy moth eradication
projects on forest lands administered by the Department of Defense.

Conduct detection surveys and biological evaluations of insect and disease outbreaks on forest
lands administered by the Department of Defense.

Subject to budgetary limitations, annually transfer from the USDA Forest Service, Forest Pest
Management to Department of Defense Agencies such finances as are mutually determined as
necessary for forest insect and disease suppression on forest lands administered by the
Department of Defense. To the extent possible, jointly determine annual suppression funding
needs by November 30.

Assist agencies of the Department of Defense in organizing and performing general forest insect
and disease field surveiliance on forest lands administered by the Depanment of Dafense.

Inform local and national Department of Defense personnel of forest insect and disease condi-
tions on other lands that may affect Department of Defense administered land.

Suppress forest insect and disease outbreaks on National Forest Systemands and cooperata
with other agencies to suppress forest insect and disease outbreaks which thrzaten forest lancs
administered by the Department of Defense.

Provide training opportunities for Departmant of Defense personnel in techniques for the pre-
vention, detection and suppression of destructive forest insects and diseases in ordar to
promote forest health.

b. Responsibilities of agencies of the Depantment of Defense:

M

()

Designate an offica which will be responsible for coordinating activities conducted under this
MOA.

Notify DoD Agencies that technical assistance is available from the Forast Service and that a
biological evaluation or equivalent documentation is required befora funds for a forest pest
suppression project can be transferred from the Forest Service.

Facilitate conduct of detection surveys and forest insect and disease evaluations by Forest
Service personnel on Department of Defense administered lands.,

Base decisions on whether to implement suppression programs and projects on:
(@  Anappraisal of current pest infestation significance and projected significance with and

-without suppression activities. This information, as well as a discussion of alternative pest
management tactics, is provided by the Forest Service in a biological evaluation.
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(b)  Anevaluation of the resources threatened within the context of management objectives.
(c)  An analysis of possible adverse environmental effects of suppression altsrnatives.
(d)  An economic analysis of the proposed action.

Perform field surveillance and specialized detection surveys as necessary to supplement Forest
Service activities.

Conduct suppression activities on Department of Defense administered land.

Cooperate with other agencies on adjacent or intermingled lands on forest insect and disease
surveillance, prevention and suppression activities.

Report suppression project accomplishments to the Forest Service by November 1 each year
covering all forest insect and disease management expanditures for the previous fiscal yaar.

Participate in an annual coordination meeting with the Forest Service to set priorities for funding
proposed forest pest suppression projects.

Submit a formal request for forest insect and disease suppression funding to USDA Forest
Service by November 15 of each yaar.

This agresment is effective upon the date of sngnature by both parties. It defines, in general terms, tHe basis
on which the parties will-cooperate and-is not a financial obligating document.

This agreement shall continue indefinitely, but may be modified or discontinued at the request of either party.
Requests for termination or any change shall be submitted to the other party for consideration not l2ss than
30 days in advance of the effective date desired.

Thomas E. Baca
Deputy Assistant Secretary

Forest Service of Defense for Environment

Date: November 15, 1990 Date: December 11, 1220



