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COASTAL AMERICA {,

MEMORANDUM OF UNDERSTANDING ¢~ )

STATEMENT OF PRINCIPLES
FOR A COASTAL AMERICA PARTNERSHIP FOR ACTION
TO PROTECT, RESTORE ANI) MAINTAIN
THE NATION’S COASTAL LIVING RESQOURCES

Background; In response to the need to protect, preserve and restare ouf coustal heritage the Coastal Americn Purinership wag established by
a memaraudum of understanding in 1992, ‘This partnership for action s comprised of those Federal agencies with statutory sesponsibilities for
coaslal resources or whose aperational activities affect the coastal environment. The partiers e committed to a national elfort which ia guided
by the concepls of ecorystem managenient and sustainable development in uddressing primaty coustal concerns, including habitut foss and
deyradation, nanpaint source pollution, and contaminated sediments. The Partnership focuses on reginnal activities thal provide direct Jogal
and walershed action.

Purpose: The purpose of Consial Americs is to: (1} protect, preserve, and eeatore the Nation's coastal ecoaysieins (hrough existing Pederal
capahilities and authurities: (2) collahnrate and couperate in the stewardship of coastat living resources by working together and in parinership
with other Federal prograwns, and by integrating Federal actions with state, local, tribal govemment, end non-governmental elfons; and (3)
provide & framework for action that effectively focuses expettise aud resources on Jointly identified probiems to preduce demunstrable enviran-
mentat and progtanuiiutic sesults that may serve as models for cifective managenient of coastal living fesources.

Statutory Busie: Thir interagency partiership operates within existing uuthoritics and serves 1o link muny Federal statutes that affect coastal
living resotces including but not limited to: Clean Water Act, Coastal Zime Munagement Act, Fish and Wildlife Coordination Act, Iitarmudul
Surfuce Transportation Efficiency Acl, Water Resources Development Acts, and National Exvironmental Palicy Act. This Memorandum of
Utiderstonding does not amend or abridge any existing etatatory authorities, —

Generul Beope: Cosstal Americ provides a foram for inteiagency volluborative sction and  mechanism to facilitate regionl action plans to
brotec, preserve, and reatore the Nation's coustal living rorources, Pattuership efforts wilt contime (o vinphasize the shared coastal concerns
ofhabitat Joss and degtradativn, nonpaint source potlution, snd contaminated aediments, Other priority issucs will be addressed a5 appropriate,
To facilitate program activities, the purtners have extgblished a Principals Graup, 2 Nationa] Implementation Team (NIT), Regional Implemen-
tation Teatns (RITs), and a Coastal Amorica office. The partners cnsure their orgunization’s adequate regiotial and nutional representation and
participation in these endeavors,

Responsibilities: The Principals catablish averall pulicy for the Coastal Amesicn purtnership. The Pr incipals are sumor policy representatives
of the purtnership agencies at the sub-cabinet tevel. The Chair of the Principals Group is desipnated by the Parinership, The group meets
saimianually ot @ minimsm.

‘The NIT members represent theit eespective ngencics at national ¢oordinuling meetings, provide advice lo the Coastal America office, represent
Coastal America in various forums, participate on special workgronps as necessury und explore and facilitate coordinsion of national, intes
fogional and ather large-scale projects, The memhers are senior national-level managers fioi Lhe appropriste operating eletments of Lhe
partnership agencies. The NIT is chaired by the Director of the Coastal Americe office. The feam meets minthly at & minimum.

The RI'1% arc the primary operating units for Cosstal America and provide forums for intoragency cansultation and action. The RIT members
identify or develop regivnal strutegies for joint action and facilitate mechanisms for (heir implementation. The members ure senior regional-
level managers from the appropriute operating clements of ihe pantnership agencics. The RIT chairs ure slecied on a rotating basis by the
respective tewms. 'the teams meet quarterly al  minimum.

The Coustal America nffice serves o coordinate the setivities related to the purpnse of the partnership mission. The office pravides the extemel
point of comtact for the partnership and facilitates the activities of the Principals, NIT und KEIS. In addition, the office is u catalyst for
development and facilitation of national projects and products, and education end training nctivities.

Funding: Each fiscal year, the partners identify those authorities under which mitlti-ngency, inlergovernmental projocts cun be funded. Projects
mneeting Coastal America critetia are ulforded priority within each partner’s program, a8 appropriate,

Reparts and Docomentation: On an annus) bais the Coastal America ulfice prepares and subiits a progress report o the Principals which
identifics manggement actions undertuken snd evalustes the effectiveness of progrum activitics.

N arie Eonbors (2/ely 197

D James Baker, Cliais (Date)
Under Secretary for Oceans and Aliosphere

Dicpartment of Commerce /
” e vléél-;wa 7/rvfay
tary

Andrew Cwomo {Desles)
Asgistant Sacyel
for Community Plansing and Developrment

IW and Urban Dievelopment
SR (T Y/




ﬁ and Urban Devalopiment
b
ofmie Coben {Date)

Asslatant Sacretary

for Folicy, ot Bnd Budget

of the Inverior
. 7
v l12 fag

Robert B, Pire. Jr. {Date)
Assistant Secretary

fior Insiatlations and Boviromnent

Dapartiient of the Navy

& ian 2 /Y

)
Assistant Secretary for Oceans and Atuospliss Fronk Kruesi (Daw)

Departenent of C‘ummn?c

Sugan P Tieraey

Assistant Secretary for Policy

Degrartnent oof Energy

Acsiovnt Secretary for Transportation Poliey

248 q t of?mpumﬂon
(Dwte} ‘1 / < [.«.‘.’/ vy
Robert Perciasepe {Dats)
Asalgant Adiikigiramr for Water
&2/ Envivonmentel Frotection Agency
Dl 2y,
/ Elﬂgﬂ Wosscrman Gondman {Calo) %

Deputy Under Secretary for Enviranmenital Security
Depuunenl of Dzfenxe



