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FWS Agreament No. 1448—00002-92-0258

MIDDLE RIO GRANDE BOSQUE MANAGEMENT PLAN

MEMORANDUM OF UNDERSTANDING
BETWEEN
U.S. BUREAU OF RECLAMATION
AND
U.S. ARMY CORPS OF ENGINEERS
AND -
U.S. FISH AND WILDLIFE SERVICE
AND
UNIVERSITY OF NEW MEXICO

I. [o-1"]

The purpose of this Memorandum of Understanding {s to delineate an effective
and cooperative working ralationship among its gignatories in the formulation
of a short and long-term, comprshensive biological managemsnt plan for the
Middle Rio Grande Bosque §bos§§££§“1§6255; acosyetarn) dafined harein ae the
reach bestween Cochitl Dam and San Marcial, New Mexico. The parties, through
their authorities ae public agencies, agree to work togethay &g an Interagency
Team to devaelop a plan addressing the management of tha biological resources
of tha Boaque ecosystam. The parties recognize that ifiplemantatisn of the
plan will require it to be integrated with gocial, economic, and cultural
considerations.

II. alag of a Interagenc sam
A. The goals of the Interagency Team are:
1. Tc identify goals and potantial actions to improve

management of the Bosque ecosystem;

2, To develop a structure for the continuing interagency
cooparation required in sustaining the goals of the
plan;

3, To make recommendations for future studies relating to

ecosystam procasaas .
B. The above will be accomplished by:
1. Identifying biological community types, the key epecies that

compose them, and the ecological processes maintaining thoss
communities and apecies;



2. Identifying a mcsaic of biological communities that result
in desired levels of species, community, and ecosystem
diveresity and ecological processes;

3. Recommending methods to eetablish and maintain tha
identified community mosalc;

4. Recommaending metheds for suitable ecological monitoring:

5. Recommanding methods to maintain, enhance, and xestore
habitat particularly for special status specles;

6. ‘Recommenaing prccedures to incorporate new information and
recommendations into the plan so that the plan can remain
flexibla and respcnsive.

III. Authorities
Fish and Wildlife Coordination Act (as amendaed), 16 U.S.C. 16 st ged.
Endangered Spaclies Act of 1973 (as amended), 16 U.S.C. 1531 gt sed.

Reclamation Act of 1902 (as amendaed) 43 U.S.C. 371 et sedq.

Flood Control Act of 1941 (P.L. 77-228), 1948 (62 stat. 1179), 1850 (64 sStat.
176), 1960 (P.L. 86-645).

IV. A con bu 8

The Bureau of Reclamation (Raclamation), U.S. Army Corps of Engineers (Corps}),
U.S. Fish and Wildlife Saervice (Service}, and University of New Maxico
(University) mutually agree to dedicata staff to an Interagency Team (Team) to
devalop a biological managsement pian for the Middle Rio Grande Bosque
ecosystem {Bosgue).

A, Reclamation will:
1. Provide one-half a staff year to the Team; and,
2. Provide informazional support to the Team insofar as current

funding and staffing levels permit and to the extant that
such support ie incidental to its normal operational

responsibilities.
B. Thae Corps will:
1. provide one-half a staff year to the Team; and,
2. provide informational support to the Team insofar as current

funding and staffing levels permit and to the extent that
such support is incicental to its normal operational
regponsibilities,
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The Service will:

The University will:'

Provide a three-qu'a'rter staff year to the Team; and,

Previde administrative gervices, including an additioneal
thres-quarter etaff year in support of the Team.

provide staff as mamber and lesadar over a 9-month period to
the Team; and,

provide office space, apprcpriate office furniture, clerical
support {(if needed), and other facilities during the
anticipated pericd of Taam activity; and,

Act as a repository for data/documents/recorda aggambled by
the Team, to be available for future neede; and,

All signatory partles will:

Ensure that each memkter will bring to the Team the requisite
professional expertise and autonomy <O produce an integrated
and cooperative biological management plan.

Provide continuity of raprasentation on thae Team to the
maximum degree possible.

Retain supervisory responsibility for individual Team
members.

In addition, the signatory agencies racognize that:

1.

The Team will hava responsibility for identifying and
prioritizing contract needs or other expenditures for
compilation and analysis of existing data.

The Team will request rechnical asgsistance from . other
experts and organizations, such as tha New Mexico Department
of Energy, Minerals and Natural Resources, Interstate Stream
commiggion, Middle Rio Grande Conssrvancy District, and City
cf Albuguerque.

Project funds for contracting or other expendltures will be
administered through the Service.

Funds recommended to be allocated by the Team are not
intended to provide additional penafits to the signatory
agancies; however, should the Team datermine that a
signatory agency is cest sulted for a specific task, the
Team will provide written justification to the signatory
agencies prior to acgulring subjeact gervices.
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5. The Team will consult with the signatory agancies, and other
agencies and entities deamed appropriate by the Team.

V. Schadule

The following are milestones in the development of the Draft Biological
Management Plan:

Activity Date! Time Frama®

Exacution of'Memorandum

of Understanding 8/7/92 NA
Rgency designation of

Team members 9/1/92 NA
Provisional budget 9/15/92 3 weeks
Establighment of Team

in offica 10/15/92 6 weeks
study plan dsveloped 11/5/92 9 wesksa
Interim progress report® 1/15/93 3 months
Preliminary draft biclogical

management plan 4/15/93 6 months
Final draft biological

management plan 6/1/93 7.5 months

M pates for Team establishment to end of activity are pbased on assumption

that Federal funde are available on October 1, 1992, and that all necessary
logistical requirements are in place.

® pssuming Fedaral funds are not available on October 1, 1992, the time
¢rames are as measured from the datae of availability of such funds.

® All reports will be submitted to the signatery agencies and, as a
courtesy, a copy provided to the Rio Grande Bosgque Conservation Committes.

vI. er 8i0

A. This Memorandum of Understanding shall become effective when signed
by all designated parties herato and shall remain in force for elghteen
months from that date, or until terminated by mutual agresmant.

Amandments may be propesed by any signatory party at any time and shall
pecome affective upon mutual approval.

B. This Memorandum of Understanding can be terminated in the aksence

of appropriation or transfer of funds for the support of agency
participation.
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C. All parties to this Memorandum of Understanding recognize that thaey
each have statutory responsibilities that cannot pe delegated, and that
this Memorandum of Understanding does not and is not intended to
abrogate any of thelir statutory‘responsibilitias.

D. This Memorandum of Understanding is subject to all applicable
Federal and State law andinterstate compacts and nothing herein shall
be construed to alter, amend, or affect existing law.

E. No member of or delegate to Congress, or resident commissioner,
gshall be admitted to any share or part of this Memorandum of
Understanding or to any penefit that may arise therefrom unless it be
made with a corporation for its general benafit.



IN WITNESS THEREOF , -e&ch party hasg causad this Memarandum of Understanding to
be axaecuted by'an‘authorizad official on the day and year cet forth below by
their signature. ' '

U.S. BUREAU OF RECLAMATION -

Pk P glieli2

Regional Director : Date

U.S. BRMY CORPS OF ENGINEERS

oy QMLUMWW, Lre, en @149

District Engbﬁeer Date

y.S. FISH AND WILDLIFE SERVICE

—

Region;f Dj

UNIVERSITY OF NEW MEXICO

By ‘ﬂj(\\«m’\ &lrof gt

P ost and vice president for Date
academic Affairs
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RIO GRANDE BOSQUE CdNSERVATION INITIATIVE

The Rio Grande Bosque Conservation Initiative is an effort on the part of
Senator Pete V. Domenici of New Mexico to preservae and manage the
cottonwood dominated riparian forest of the 150-mile~long middle Rio
Grande valley in New Mexico. This initiative originated as a result of
appreciable public c¢oncern regarding pressuraes and conditions that
continue to threaten the continued presence of the riparian forest,

The Corps' involvement in this initiative began in the fall of 199G when
Sanator Domenicl invited the Corps to a meeting with other agencies, as
well as a select group of environmental interests, involved with the Rio
Grande., Domenicits objective was to explore the need for such an
initiative and how such an effort might be accomplished. Subsequent to
this meeting, a small working group made up of a single representative
from the Corps, Bureau of Reclamation, National Park Servics, Fish and
wildlife Service, Audubon Society, and the Conservation Fund prepared a
brief document describing the value ¢f the resource, the urgent need for
such an initiative, a process for implementation, and a set of cbjectives.
Based on this document the Senator decided to inmplement such an
initiative.

On Septaember 6, 1991, Senator Domenici publically announced his intent
to pursue this initiative and to form a citizen's committee to saek public
input and to make recommendations. During the first part of this year the
committee made a recommendation that a biological managemant plan ke
prepared for the middle Rio Grande and its riparian corridor.

On April 2, 1992, the District was contacted by Senator Domenici's office
asking the District's participation with the Bureau of Reclamation, Fish
and Wildlife Sarvice, and other sState and local interests in the
preparation of a biological management plan. All participants would be
funded for their efforts and Senator Domenic! would obtain funding for an
FY 93 effort. A budget of about $500,000, or less, is anticipated. Funds
would be transferred to the Fish and Wildlife Sarvice (because of their
ongeing funding for research in this area) which would, in turn, transfer
funds to other participants., The District would receive about $40 to
$%50,000 for their participation. A single biclogist would be invelved
over a pariod of about six months.

As part of this effort the Senator asked the District to participate in
a public signing ceremony on April 22, 1992, in which the three faderal
agencies would indicate their intent to cooperate and suppert this effort
(subject to funding).

Tha Fish and Wildlife Service was asked by Senator Domenici's office to
coordinate with the Corps and the Bureau of Reclamation and prepare a
letter of Intent. This lLatter of Intent was to be worded so as to be
acceptable to all threa agencies and that could be read and signed at the
ceremony. On April 15, 1992, reprssentatives from tha three agencies
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" " prepared -a dfatt Lettef of ‘Intent.  On this same date tha dratt vas

tranamitted to SWD tor review and turthar' coordination ‘with higher

authority.

Following <the ,Ceremony,

a Mou would be prepared and executed by the

Involved agenc:.es (see Letter of Intent).



