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T H E  M O B I L E  D I S T F I C T  T ' I E r r S  C N I S I S i  H U R B I O A I I E  C A M T L L E

I lu l l icanc Cami l le  s t ruck the Gul f  Coast
l 7 - 1 8  . \ u g u s t  1 9 6 9 ,  r e s u l t i n g  i n  m a s s  d e -
st ruct ion and the greatest  re l ie f  and rehabi l -
i t i r t ion program in the h is tory of  the Uni ted
Stat t 's  up to that  t ime.  l t  a lso presented the
\ loh i le  Dis t r ic t  wi th  the mos i  ser ious p eace-
t ine chal lenge of  i ts  h is tory.  The Dist r ic t
r las ca l led upon to render  serv ices and
pcr form tasks under  emergency condi t ions
s inr i lar  to  those created bv the Wor ld War
Il and Korean conflict crisis. It afforded
an opportunity for the organization to demon-
stratc iis capabilities and effectiveness
whcn cal led upon to funct ion under  pressure.

In spite of warnings and masstve evacua-
t ion,  Cami l le  resul ted in  the death of  137
pcrsons in  IMiss iss ippi  and 9 in ,Louis iana,
and 27 persons were reported rnissing. Public
propcrty Iosses were estimated to have been
s210,000,000 and private property at over a
bi l l ion dol lars .  This  inc luded the destruc-

.  t ion of  over  5,500 dwel l ings wi th damage to
many t imes that  number.  Over  650 smal l  

'

bus inesses were destroyed resul t ing in  loss
oI  enployment ,  bus iness income, and tax
rcvenue. Total destruction was almost be-
yond comprehension when considered in all
its ramifications, 

-

The scope and intensity of the storm
exceeded that of any ever to have hit the
continental United States. The overall de-'structive 

force exceeded that of the tornado
lvhich roamed across Missour i ,  I l l ino is ,  and
Indiana on 14 March 1925. That storm cut a
path about 220 rniles long and up to a mile
wide.  I t  sped across the landscape at  60
miles per hour. The cloud above it, the
nother cloud, was so low and the funnel
was so wide that it was described as a
" turbulent ,  bo i l ing mass of  b lackness" .  I t
k i l led 689 people in  a l l ,  inc luding 234 per-
sons in one community, Murphysboro, Ill inois
Destruct ion would have been much greater
had much of the path of the storm not been
through rural areas.

Camille hit the populous Louisiana, Mis-
sissippi and Alabana Gulf Coast. Destruc-

t ion of  l i fc  rvould havc numbercd in  thc
thousands had it noi been for lvarnings and
adequate time to evacuate. It was first de,
tected on 14 August  1969 about  60 mi les rvest

.of  Grand Cayman Is land,  some 480 mi les
south of Miami, when only a tropical wave.
It developed rapidly and by early morning
15 August ,  i t  had reached huru icane in ten-
sity. By that afternoon the winds had reached
a veloc i ty  of  115 rn i les per  hour .  I t  was
moving in a northwesterly direction 6 to 7
mi les per  hour .  The, t rek across Cuba rveak-
ened the hurricane only slightly and once
over the open Gulf of Mexico it began gain-
ing strength. Its forward movement increased
to about 10 miles per hour. Early on 16
August, a hurricane watch was posted from
Bi lox i ,  Miss iss ippi ,  to  St .  Marks,  F lor ida.
Hurricane warnings were issued for the
Florida coast frorn St. Marks to Fort Walton.

The movement of the storm slowed in the
afternoon of 16 August, but the velocity
inereased. A reconnaissance aircraft indicat-
ed that maximum winds were an estimated
150 rniles per hour near the center, rvhich
was located 380 rniles south of .Fort Walton,
Florida. Hurricane warnings were issued from
Fort  Wal ion to Bi lox i ,  Miss iss ippi .  Ear lv
next morning the storm was about 250 rniles
south of  .Mobi le ,  A labama, and was movins
nor th-nor thwester ly  at  12 mi les per  hour .
Winds near the center were 160 miles per
hour. By late afternoon they reached 190
miles per hour.

The hurricane moved inland at the Wave-
l a n d - B a y  S a i n t  L o u i s .  M i s s i s s i p p i ,  a r e a
near midnight 17-18 August with gusts of
wind estimated at up to near 200 miles per
hour  near  the center . l  Gusts up to ?b mi les

.per  hour  extended eastward a long the coast
io Mobile Bay and inland to just south of
Jackson,  Miss iss ippi .  The eye of  the storm
at landfall was about 12 miles diameter and
crossed directly over the town of Waveland.
Nl iss iss ippi ,  a t  a  speed of  15 rn i les per  hour .
The tidal surge reached an unprecedented
height of 22.8_feet above mean sea level at
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Pass Christian and rvas 6 feet as far east as
Culf Shores, Alabarna.

The eye of the storm moved across Mis-
sissippi, passing within a 'feiv miles of
Colunrb ia.  The maximum recorded wind
spced there occurred at  2 :55 a. rn.  (C.D. .T, . )
on 18 August  and reached 120 mi les per
hour  wi th gusts up to 135 mi les per  hour ,
The $ ind inst rument  tower co l lapsed at  that
time, so no official record exists thereafter.
.An obsetver described the storm's fury.
I-imbs were breaking from trees, large trees
were falling, and the streets were covered
$i tk  debr is ,  many being b locked by fa l len
t rees.2

Destruction in the path of the center of
the storm at landfall was virtually complete.
The hunicane winds (speeds greater than 75
miles per hour) extended from New Orleans
to Pascagoula. Extensive damage occurred
from New Orleans to Pascagoula with less
serious destruction extending into West
Florida and as fer inland as Jackson,
I r l iss iss ippi .

The Mobile District Corps of Engineers
began to take of f ic ia l  act ion concern ing
Camille as early as 14 August 1969. iVhen
the U.S. Weather Bureau advisory No. 1 was
received, close observation of the path of
the storm and its- potential to develop into
a hunicane wae commenced. The path of the
storm was plotted and its rate of progress
computed. Phase I of the Mobile District
hurricane plan was initiated. All floating
plant were notified and work schedules re-
viewed. Protective plans and emergency
equipment were rechecked for readiness and
reliability and all contractors engaged in
work for the Corps of Engineers were inform-
ed of the direction and potential of the
s torm.8

Advisor ies issued on 16 August  ind icated
that Canille would probably go inland some-
rvhcre in  the Mobi le  Dis i r ic t .  Phases I I  re-
quired that constant communication between
the District and the area offices be main-
t2rined, This was accomplished by means of
the Dist r ic t 's  radio net ,  rvh ich enabled the
Disirict, Area Offices, and floaiing plants to
keep in constant touch. All inactive floating
plant was moved to pre.selected mooring

areas for safety and standby watches rvere
8et up. Emergency power supplies were
checked to assure proper operation if needed.

Phase II was initiated by ordering all
Government-owned fioabing plant and
appurtenant equipment be moved to safe
harbors, All contractor-owned equipnent rvas
released to seek refuge from the storm. On
17 August  a 24-hour  watch was establ ished
for certain designed elements in the District
office and in the coastal area offices. By
noon of the 17, all floating plant and equip-
nent had been safely moored. Plans were
drafted to have teams move into the storm
area after the storm moved inland.

An emergency operations center was
establ ished at  7:00 A".M.  (C.D, .T, .  )  18 August
after the storm center passed landfall from
which eleven survey teams were dispatched.
They were instructed to inspect the damaged
areas and report on damages and needs for
assistance. An inspection and photographic
miss ion was a lso made by hel icopter .  The .
survey revealed that there had been little
damage east of Mobile, but destruction be-
came progressively worse west of Nlobile to
Waveland, Mississippi. The ground survey
teams could hardly move around because of
obstructing debris in every highway, street,
and waterway. The helicopter survey team
got the first view of the rnassive nature of
the des truction.

Beginning at  Pascagoula,  much beach
front property had been destroyed. It becamo
progressively worse and from Gulfport to the
Louisiana line, one could travel west along
Highway 90 for several miles and not find
one house left standing. The beach front for
about two blocks inland had been srvept al-
most  complete ly  c lean of  a l l  bu i ld ings.  The
eastbound lane of Highway 90 was destroy-
ed for long sirips in many places. I' lassivc.
concrete deck slabs of bridges had been
displaced. In some instances they were
lifted and deposited on the edges of the
s labs of  the opposi te  lane.  Tracks and t ies
were washed from the railroad bridge over
St. Louis Bay, ahd tracks and bridges were
damaged or destroyed in many other loca-
tions. Harbors, port facilities and break-
water atructures were destroyed or heavily
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r l r i n a g c ' d .  T h c  m e r c h a n t  v e s s e l s .  T h e  H u l d a ,
Silver Hawk, and Aiano Victory, \\ ere
grounded at  Gul fpor t ,  and a large barge rvas
beached on Highway 90. All communication
fncilities were out and all util it ies destroyed
rrv t r  thc arca.  ' fhe Ioss of  I i fe  *ould l tave
l rccn staggcr ing had i t  not  been for  a mas-
s i rc  ancl  successfu l  evacuat ion ef for t .

Br-  thc t ime Cimi l le  reached landfa l l ,
e tacuat ion of  the lower por t ions of  P laque-
nr in t .  and St .  Bernard Par ishes in  Louis iana
s a s  u l m o s t  1 0 0  p e r  c e n t  c o m p l e t e .  T h e
bcacl r  f ront  area of  l t l iss iss ippi  and Aiabarna
t \ i rs  ovcr  90 per  cent  evacuated.  Residents
ol  lorv- ly ing and exposed areas soughtref -
rusc in  about263 shel ters in  25 count ies and
p i r r i s h c s  i n  A l a b a m a ,  M i s s i s s i p p i ,  a n d
Louis iana.  IUany others sought  protect ion
$i th  l i iends and re lat ives rvho I ived in land.
St i l l  o thers moved to commerc ia l  lodging in
protected areas. An estimated 200,000 per-
sons sought refuge from Camille. What could
have happened to many of  those evacuees.
is grimly portrayed by the experience of the
Richel ieu Apar tments pady at  Pass Chr is-
t ian,There23 persons refused to leave,  pre-
ferring rather to sit the storm out. The apart-
ment complex was completely destroyed and
only 3 of the party survived. Modern com-
munications making warnings adequate and
modern transportalion facilities making evac-
uat ion possib le saved scores of  l ives.

Before noon of the morning following the
storm, many agencies and volunteer groups
were entering the distressed area to aid the
thousands w'hose homes had been destroyed
or  damaged.  Those were expanded unt i l
over  25 Federal  agencies were inc luded,  wi th
scvera l  organizat ions wi th in some of  those
agcncies pariicipating, The Department of
Dcfcnse is  a good example.  Organizat ions
from that department included the Army, Air
Force,  and the Navy and Mar ine Corps,  In
addi t ion,  the Amer ican Red Cross and many
otht ' r  publ ic  and pr ivate bodies ass is ted.  Only
t l tc  rvork of  the U.  S.  Army Corps of  Engineers
is  inc ludcd in  th is  presentahion,

Thc l lob i le  Dis t r ic t  became involved in
thc tecovery program first under the Corps'
c()ntinuing statutory authorities, and then at

the request of ihe Office of Emergency Pre-
paredness.  The Corps had extensive author-
i t ies under  which rehabi l i ta t ion workwas ac-
complished under Public Law 99, 84th Con-
gress, and Section 3 of the River and Harbor
Act  of  1945.  There nere a lso var ious pr .u jcct
author izat ions under  lvh ich rcgular  operat ion
and maintenance work was carr ied out ,  The
Off ice of  Emergency Prepaledness (Qf ,P)
requested Corps ass is tance under  Publ ic
Law 8?5,  81st  Congress,  which author izes
Federal  ass is tanee to s ta ies and iocal
govemments in major  d isasters.  Later  author-
i ty  was expanded under  Pubi ic  Law 79,
91st  Congress,  passed s ix  weeks af ter  Hurr i -
cane Cami l le ,  This  law author ized emergency
re l ie f  to  pr ivate c i t izens who suf fered losses
from the storm.4

Commitments under continuing Corps au-
thorities called for the restoration of all Fed-
eral navigation projects to pre-hurricane con-
ditiong repair of the Harrison County, I{issis-
s ippi ,  seawal l ,  and var ious surveys and
inspect ions,  This  inc luded restorat ion of  a l l
the coastal project channels which had been
damaged. AII those from Perdido Pass near
t h e  A l a b a m a - F l o r i d a  l i n e  t o  P e a r l  R i v e r ,
Louis iana,were heavi ly  shoaled and c logged
with debris. There were many wrecks which
obstructgd the channels, This was a monu-
mental task within itself, and ultimately
resul ted in  a $4,000,000 expendi ture.  l t  was
completely overshadowed, however, by the
recovery as s ignmr)nts from OEP,.

The first task was an evaluation of dam-
ages. SuNey teams covered the affected
territory within the Mobile f istrict, making
comprehensive studies of the flooded areas.
Effort was made to determine all damage sus-
tained by both real and personal property
and economic losses to commerc ia l  and in-
dustrial concerns, Then effort was made to
evaluate the cost  of  re l ie f  and rehabi l i ta t ion,
It was difficult to determine damages in
many instances,  s ince noth ing was le f t  upon
which to base est imates,  Of ten a l l  that  re-
mained was a vacant  Io t  wl ih  even t races of
lbundat ions vague or  gone complete ly .  Tax
assessors records were ut i l ized when pract i -
cable, but they often did not reflect fair
market value. Street to street surveys were
made in the flooded area, and every effort
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was made to airive at value of property dam-
aged or lost,

The survey revealed that the destruction
was almost complete for some three or four
b locks in land a long the ent i re  75-rn i le  \ l is -
s i s s i p p i  G u l f  C o a s t .  R e s i d e n c e s ,  m o t e l s ,
apartments, restaurants, and other structures
rvere reduced to rubble and swept into great
heaps of  scrap Iumber and masonry a long
rvith fallen trees, ruined automobiles, and
grounded boats.  Over  3,800 homes were
completely swept away along this strip and
16,000 suffered severe damage, In low areas
res ident ia l  sect ions were f looded as much as
15 feet  deep.

The total effeet was dramatic and eerie.
, \ t  a  season when the Gul f  Coast  is  normal ly
green and lush, trees had been stripped of
all leaves. I' lost srnall terminal twigs had
been stripped as well and many lal'ge branches
were broken. Many large trees, especially
pines, were broken many feet above the
ground and looked as if they had been twisted
by some giant hand. Some trees were even
stripped of their bark. Replacing the foliage
in the trees were bits of clothing, spreads,
sheets, and other household items deposited
there by wind and flood. Streers were com-
plete ly  impassable.

Before any significant rehabilitation could
be acc ompli shed,' it was necessary to clear
the streets and utility rights-of-way and re-
store power, water, sewage and communication
systems. Three requests were received from
QEP 19 August, 22 August and 17 Septernber,
accompanied by outlines for technical ser-
vices and field operations to be performed by
the Mobile District under Public Law 875. In
addition to surveys and assessment of dam-
ages as already noted, debris was to be
cleared arrd removed from all non-Federal
publ ic  roads,  s t reets and other  essent ia l  pub-
lic property. Debris was also to be cleared
from private property and non-essential public
propedy and other works performed when cer-
tified by the state and U. S. Public Health
authorities to be essential to pubiic health
and safety.

The order came from OEP by telephone on
Tuesday, 19 August, after President Nixon
had declared the storm area a major disaster
area. Tqienty-six couqties in Mississippi and

one in Florida and Alabama each fell within
the Mobile District. A letter confirmed the
order later. Colonel RobertE, Snetzer, Mobile
District Engineer, called a meeting of his
key personnel and outlined the task before
them. When Colonel Snetzer ordered that con-
tracts be in effect and bperative within a few
hours.  i t  appeared i  mpos s ib  le ,

Contracts were normally advertised for 30
days,  Civ i l  works pro jects  usual ly  were ad-
vertised for 45-60 days. Supply let out the
adver t isements.  B ids were received and
opened and construction recommended awards.
Recommendations wele referred back to
Supply normally in 1 to 4 days. If there were
no difficulties, contracts could be let in 5 to
6 weeks, Now the Corps rvas called upon to
let contracts within hours, Though the task
seemed impossib le,  Colonel  Snetzer  was
firm and ordered that his staff proceed.

Calls had come in to the Mobile office on
Monday from persons having equipment and
desiring to assist in the cleanup. Some of
those had had experience in hurricane clean-
up, especially after Humicane Betsy in 1965.
Within 48 hours after Camille struck, five
contTacts were in effect. They were cleaning
streets and rights-of-way, Many contracts
were negotiated within a day and work con-
tinued stiv'en days a week. The conrracrs rn-
cluded removal of debris from much private
property since such property was declared a
health hazard bv either the United Staies
Health Department or State Health Depart-
ments. In aome areas it included almost all
private property. There were dead animals
and inflammable materials to be removed and
debris which obstructed repairs to sewage
systerns,5

The Mobile District was authorized to
repair ot replace damaged public buildings,
utilities, and other eligible facilities when
reduested by local officials, Also an inspec-
tion team was given the responsibility for
inspecting and documenting eligible rehabil-
itation work that government entities pre-
ferred to perform themselves subject to
reimbursement. The Corps was further author-
ized to give technical and administrative
assistance to government entities desiring
Federal assistance and reimbursement to
them for emergency expenditures,
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TheCorps ' fo le in  prov id ing technica l  and
administrative as sistance and direct financial
reimbursements to local entities was a de-
parture from the usual OEP procedures,
Local governments did nothave the resources
or knorvhorv to cope with a disaster of such
nragni tude,  Normal ly  the State of  Miss iss ippi
rvould have handled such responsib i l i t ies
and nade the payments,  bul  the task was too
great,

lYithin 10 days the Mobile District had
restored freedom of movement on 586 miles
of  h ighways and st reets.  By mid-November
about  1.25 mi l l ion tons of  debr is  had been
removed. By that time, that phase of the
operation lvas virtually complete. Contracts
had been negotiated for set fees for a piece
of equipment and necessary operators for
pushing and removing the debr is .  The Real
Estate Div is ion was responsib le for  secur ing
disposal and land-fil l areas. Contracts award-
ed by the Corps required that available local
labor be hired and included the nondiscrimi-
nation clause.6

Many homes had to be moled from streets
and highways. In many cases, the Corps'
contractors returned the homes to their
foundations, and in doing so, rendered assis-
tance to s t r icken homeowners.  Homes rvere
thus restored for 81 homeowners in Missis-
sippi alone, Servjces went much further for
the town of Pass Christian, At the request of
the OEP, the Mobile District assumed full
respons ibility for restoring all public services.
This included utilities, providing a fire
truck, police cars, and a temporary city
hal l .7

To meet the crisis, the Mobile District
.gave priority to the recovery task over all
its normal respons ibilities. It also called
upon otherCorps organizations for assistance.
A total of 137 civilians and 14 officers from
districts and divisions as far away as Port-
land,  Tulsa,  and Chicago came to the a id of
the i t lob i le  Dis t r ic t ,  and the Dist r ic t  Engineer
$as given command of other military organi,
zat ions engaged in  debr is  removal .  Among
those were about 800 Seabees stationed at
Gulfport, An Engineer Construction Battalion
and a reinforced company from another Engi-
neer Battalion numbering about 900 men were
dispatched from Fort Benning, Georgia,

The D is i r ic t  Engineer  was a ls  o respons ib le
for letting contracts and seeing that the terms
of such were met, fhe capability of the Corps
increased rapidly. Within a few days there
was a tremendous concentration of dump
trucks,  loaders,  dozers,  cranes,  and other
equipment  enployed in  the pro ject ,  Jhe
forces under contract peaked at over 3,000
men,

Most of the contracts progressed smoothly
and without incident. It was noted by Corps
officials that some trucks delivering debris
to disposal areas were arriving with much
less than normal  loads,  Since pay was based
on Ioads hauled, the Corps was paying for
more than i t  was receiv ing.  I t  became neces-
sary to place inspectors at the disposal
areas temporarily.S Colonel Snetzer was di-
recting a vast and complex operation.

Within 10 days after the storm, 586 miles
of sireete and highways had been cleared.
Soon this accomplishment was expanded until
2,400 miles of streets and roads had been
cleared and a total of 313,300 tons of debris
had been removed, This opening of roads and
streets was accomplished by Corps contrac-
tors and military units. At first the debris
was s imply pushed as ide to whatever  locat ion
was available. Once the streets and roads
were open, disposal Iocations were secured
and the debris removed.

Particular problems presented thems elves
which required specialized personnel. Military
units under Corps directions disposed of
hundreds of dead animals and tons of spoiled
fish, shrimp, and food. It was also necessary
to dispose of a large stockpile of spoiled
fish meal. With all electricity out, all refrig-
erated foods spoiledand presented problems
of disposal un like that of most de bris. Another
particular problem was that of traffic. lVith
so few traffic arteries open for the first ferv
days after the storrn, problems developed at
critical crossings during debris removal as
residents began to return and sightseers
flooded the area. Contracts were negotiated
with the sheriffs of Hancock and Harrison
Count ies,  Mis s iss ippi ,  for  addi t ional  depui ies
for traffic control, Other types of specialized
contracts included those for dernolishing
large buildings left standing but structurally
unsound, and those for replacing buildings
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to their foundations rvhere ihey had been
swept away by the tide water.s

By December 1969, work under Public
Law 8?5 had been almost coftpleted. A few
snr l l lFcdera l  contr€cts  at  Pass Chr is t ian s t i l l
requi red superv is ion,  and a number of  c i ty
and county contracts  for  OEP re imbursement
had to bc moni tored.  The Mobi le  Dis t r ic t  was
al ready ant ic ipat ing responsib i l i t ies under
Publ ic  Larv 79 and was becoming organized
to assume th is  new task though orders to  do
sol re ienot  received unt i l  20 February 1970.

Just  about  the t ime Publ ic  Law 79 was
implcmented,  a new responsib i l i ty  was as-
sumed under Public Law 875, The Office of
Emergency Preparedness determined that the
rcmoval ofdebris from public-owned navigable
waters other than Federally authorized pro-
jects was eligible under that larv. Public
Law 79 had initiated a whole new realm of
Federal services, that of cleaning up private
propedy, including private waters. OEP con-
cluded that the cleanup of public waterways
more iogically belonged under Public Law
875, so additional work was accomplished
under that law.

Six snagging contracts and one dredging
contract were negotiated. The 'debris was
removed from the waters and deposited at
stockpile areas. Clearing contractors work-
ing under Pubiic LLw ?9 removed the material
to dumping areas.l o

By mid-January l9?0, Colonel Snetzer was
notified officialiy that ihe Mobile District
rvould be responsible for services under
Publ ic  Law-79,  I t  was necessary for  those
seeking assistance to apply through a plan
established by the state. Mississippi finaliz-
ed its plan and started receiving applications
on 19 January. By the end of January, the
District office had assessed its responsibili-
ties and developed a plan to accomplish them.
Authorization was given by OEP 20 Febru-
ary, and the Corps was ready to implement
its program.

The Qqlps was given responsibility for
cl,eanlng up private property in urban areas,
and all work in agricultural and undeveloped
aroas was assigned to the Agricultural
StBbilization & Conservation Service (ASCS).
The Corps, under this anangement, received

over  80 per  cent  of  the appl icat ions.  Those
applications included reimbursement for
work done by the applicant, debris removed
by the Corps, a combination of reimburse-
ment and debris removal, and applications
for the demolition of structures.l l

By 1 March, the Engineering Branch at
the Gulfport area office had 60 engineers
and engineer technicians functioning. They
developed location maps for debris removal
and determined eligibility of structures on
demolition applications. Over 700 structures
were demolished either by equipment rental
contTactors, or under lump-sum contracts.
About  9,000 c la ims for  re imoursemenr were
processed and over  $2,610,000 was paid to
individuals who had paid for removal of
debr is  themselves.  Over  15,000 appl icat ions
for removal of debris by the Mobile District
were approved,l2 The Corps cleared about
14,300 residential lots and 280 wooded
tracts  under  Publ ic  Law 79,  About  1.500.000
tons of debris were removed.

By October 1970 the work was virtually
complete. Recovery operations following
Camille were by far the largest task of its
kind ever undertaken by the Mobile District.
For the next year after the storm struck, a
major portion of the resources of the Dis-
trict, manpower, equipment, and funds, were
diverted from normal use to be used to re-
habilitate the disaster area, There was
considerable curtailment of the civil works
engineering program, and a slowdown in
routine maintenance of navigation projects.
Improvements at reservoir projects had to be ,
de layed.

The adverse effect of Camille on the
District's operation was greatly dirninished
because the storm came at a time when the
construction workload was declining. The
President announced a 75 per cent cutback
in contract aivards in September 1969, just
after Camille, This resulted in a reduced
workload throughout the Corps ofEngineers..
The Cami l le  ass ignment  prec luded the need
for a reduction in force in the Mobile Dis-
triet and made it possible to secure aid
from many other Qorps Divisions and Dis-
t r ic ts , l3

Colonei Snetzer was given overall com-
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nrand of  1,700 ln i formed personnel  and sev-
eral thousand civilian contractors and civil
service personnel, The work forces under
his command operating under. -P.,tlblic Laws
875 and 79 were far more than the normal
lbrces under his direction di Disirict Engi-
neer. He was ably assisted by Lieutenant
Colonel  Paul  D,  Sontag as Deputy Dis t r ic t
Engineer of the Mobile District. Together
they directed expenditures of over $49,000,
000 in recovery and rehabilitation services.

They were served by career Corps per-
sonnel of the Mobile listrict, who devoted
many hours to arduous tasks which demanded
much more of them than their normal Corps
functions. Many key persons were assigned
to temporary duty at one of the nine field
offices maintained within the disaster area.
Some of those spent rnany months away from
home, serving until the emergency was over,

The effectiveness of the Corps' accom-
plishments is refleeted in the fact that of
the thoueande of applications for reirn-

bursement  processed,  there were only  180
appeals. This amounted to only about two
per cent of the total claims. This is even
more amazing when it is considered that
Camille was the initial test for Public Law
79, and the Corps was functioning without
experience or precedence in the matter.
Colonel  Snetzer 's  accompl ishments d id not
go unnotieed. He rvas personally commended
by President Nixon and was awarded the
Legion of Merit for his leadership during
the early phases of Hurricane Camille re-
covery and rehabilitation work.

The nature of disasters is sueh that
people are not prepared to meet them in
most  instances.  Since the prec ise t ime,
place, and nature cannot be anticipated,
adequate preparations can seldom bir made.
Each will require its own unique responses.
It is evident, however, that the Mobile
District was capable of mobilizing and di-
recting vast resources in a most commend-
able fashion, thus relieving much suffering,
inconvenience and economic locs.
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Crnl i l le Activi t ie6, ' ,  Oqtober 1g?0.

5 Interview with Walter C. Knox, Chiei Colstruct ion
Divisiod, 13 August l9?0.

B Ilwricate Canille: 4 Months oI Actior, LZ, Lg.

7 lbid., tS.

8 Colonel Grif f i th, "Brief ir ig," 19?0, 9, 10,

I lbid,,  3, 4.

10 lbid.,  15, 16.

11 lbid.,  11.
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Chopte? XIV

.LOOKING 
INTO THE FUTU R  E

1 Wil l iam H. Stenart,  Jr. ,  ?le ?enressee -Tonbilbee

Watetway, I .  Steward cites W. A. Evans, but did
not i ldicate the source of Evans' information. He
did say that the Ma.quis de Mootcalm advised
Louis XV about 1?60 or 1770 conceming the need
of such a waterway. Moltcalm died ir l  the Batt le
Of Quebec in September 1?59, and al l  French
terr i toi} '  East of the Mississippi River and al l  of
Canada vas ceded to England in 1763. France
could have had [o illterest in the waterway after
that date. James H. Stone, Cotto! Gin Port, 10,
also mentions a French schome to connect the
Tel|n€Bseo aDd Tombigb€€.

2 lbid.,  t ,

3 S.inor Bernard Boad ol Engineerc Report Book,
dated 23 D€cember 1817, in Nationa] Aichives.

4 Siewalt, Tte fenn€ssee-?onbiSbee WateQ/ay, 1.

5 E. Mertol Coulter, Ceorgia: A Slor, flistory, g53ft.

6 Stewart, The ?ennessee-?onbigbee WaleFrey, 2.

7 lbid.,  2.

8 There are numerous descdptiols of the proposed
proJect. For a Iess technical descript ion see the
ttobi.le Press Eegistef, 18, November 1956,

9 Alabama, J ownal ot the Senate, 1945 R€$Iar Ses-
sion, 1, 180-181. Sse also JourDaI ol the House
1945 Regular Session 1, 405.
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